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1 . (currently amended) A storage management system on a computer 
comprising a volume provider to map a logical storage volume onto one or more storage 
devices of an external storage subsystem, wherein the volume provider presents an 
application programming interface (API) for receiving storage access information that 
characterizes behavioral attributes of the logical storage volume. 

6. (proposed) The storage management system of claim 1 wherein the volume 
provider configures the logical storage volume as a function of the storage access 
information and physical characteristics of the one or more storage devices of the 
external storage subsystem . 

31. (newly proposed^ T he storage management system of claim 1 1 wherein the 
behaviora l attributes are independent of physical characteristics of the one or more 
storage devices in the external storage subsystem. 



1 L (proposed) A method for managing one or more storage volumes of an 
external storage subsystem by a computer comprising: 

receiving 1 via an application programming interface (API) presented by a 
volume provider on the computer, storage access information that characterizes 
volume behavioral attributes of one or more storage volumes; and 

configuring, by the volume provider, one or more storage volumes of the 
external storage subsystem as a function of the storage access information and 
physical charact eristics of the external storage subsystem . 
29. (newly proposed) The method of claim 1 L wherein receiving comprises; 

receiving the st orage access information from an application on the 
computer that does not have knowledge of the physical characteristics of the 
storage devices. 

30. (newly proposed) The method o f claim 11. wherein configuring comprises: 

performing disk extent mapping, d isk space allocation and mapping type 
selection based on the volume behavior attributes, wherein the storage access 
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information that communicates volume behavioral attributes is independent of the 
physical characteristic s of the one or more storage devices in the external storage 
subsystem. 
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